
The Humanistic Movement in Education 

The role of humanistic teachers is to organize their classrooms so that students will "wish to learn, 
want to grow, seek to find out, hope to master, and desire to create" (Rogers, 1959). 
 

The 5 Principles of Humanistic Education are: 

1) Students' learning should be self-directed. 
Students should be able to choose what they want to learn. Humanistic teachers believe that 
students will be motivated to learn a subject if it’s something they need and want to know. 

2) Schools should produce students who want and know how to learn. 
The goal of education should be to foster students' desire to learn and teach them how to learn. 
Students should be self-motivated in their studies and desire to learn on their own. 

3) The only form of meaningful evaluation is self-evaluation. 
Humanistic educators believe that grades are irrelevant and that only self-evaluation is 
meaningful. Grading encourages students to work for a grade and not for personal satisfaction. In 
addition, humanistic educators are opposed to objective tests because they test a student's ability 
to memorize and do not provide sufficient educational feedback to the teacher and student. 

4) Feelings, as well as knowledge, are important in the learning process. 

5) Students learn best in a non- threatening environment. 
Humanistic educators insist that schools need to provide students with a non-threatening 
environment so that they will feel secure to learn. Once students feel secure, learning becomes 
easier and more meaningful. 
 

The objectives of humanistic education are to encourage students to: 

 Take responsibility for their learning.  
 Be self-directed and independent.  
 Be curious about the world around them.  
 Be creative and interested in the arts.  

 

Roots of the Humanistic Movement in Education 

A. S. Neill is considered to be the first of the modern humanistic educators. 1921 he founded 
Summerhill, a school in England based on humanistic principles. Children who attended the 
school were given the freedom to study and attend lessons when they wanted. It was reported that 
the students were never bored and that they were energetic, responsible, and willing to take 
initiative in their studies.  

In the United States, Carl Rogers and Abraham Maslow laid down the psychological foundations 
of the humanistic movement in education. The humanistic movement led to the development of 
open education programs. 

Some of the characteristics of open classrooms are as follows: 
• freedom of choice in what subjects students will study  
• ability to move freely around the classroom  
• relationship with the teacher as a facilitator rather than a lecturer 
• emphasis on individual and small group instruction 

Montessori and Waldorf Schools are examples for Humanistic Education. 

 Both have great respect for the child as an individual, spiritual, creative being.  
 Both believe in protecting the child from the stresses of modern life, overuse or misuse of 

technology such as television and computers.  
 Both emphasize the education of the whole child, spiritual, mental, physical, psychological, 

over any particular academic curriculum.  
 Both systems base their education on the needs of the child, believing that this will lead to 

meeting the needs of society as a whole. 
 Both schools provide a rich variety of art, music, dance, and theatre at all ages. 


